It is also very curious that both the pleural and the piaarachnoid membranes are frequently involved in acute pneumococcal infection but the peritoneum is seldom found to be the site of disease.
In the study of acute lobar pneumonia, peritonitis is always cited as a complication but in actual fact the latter condition is rarely seen either clinically or in the autopsy room. In very severe cases of lobar pneumonia, it is often found that the abdomen becomes enormously distended giving rise to some pain, tenderness, diarrhoea or constipation, and even obliteration of the liver dullness in front. Such a picture gives rise to a suspicion of involvement of the peritoneal sac, but this has not been corroborated on the autopsy 
